THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF TEXAS

GROVER S S AUSTIN 11, TEXAS

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable R. C. Neaves
County Auditor, Grayson County
Sherman, Texas

Dear Mr. Neaves: Opinion No. O- 5683
Re: Authority of ¢ounty to eppro-
priate and expend money from
general fund, 1n co-operation
with State Department of Health
and certein cltles, in behalf
of public health and sanitation
vithin county.

We have received your recent request for an opinion on
the following subject:

Authority of Grayson County to appropriate and expend
the sum of $4,950 from its feneral revenmues, 1n co-operation
with certain municipalities within ss8i1d county and the State
Department of Health. Sald sum so approprlated to be expended
on salaries, expenses and supplles used for and in behalf of
public health and sanitation within such county.

Article 4418f, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, pro-
vides as follows:

"It shall be lawful for the State Department
of Health to &accept donations and contributions, %o
be expended 1in the interést of the public heslth and
the enforcement of public health laws. The Commlisg~
sioners Court of any County shall have the authority
to appropriate and expend money from the general re-
venues of its County for and in behalf of publiec heelth
and sanitation within its County°

“Article 4434, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, pro-
vides as follows:

"The municipal authorities of towns and cities,
and commlssioners courts of the cdounties wherein such
towns and cities are sltuated, may cooperate with each
other in making su¢h Iimprovements connected with sald
towns, clties and counties as said authoritlies end
courts may deem necessary to improve the public health
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and to promote efficient sanitary regulations; and by
mtual arrengement, they miy provide for the construc—
tion of sald 1mprovements and the payment therefor."”

' Said Article 4U418F, supra, specifically sauthorizes the
commissloners' court of the county to expend Funds from its
general revenue fund for county purposes for and in behalf of
public health and sanltation. BSuch provision contemplétes the
rentdering of flnanclal gid 'in co-operdation with the State™
Department of Hedalth Iin the adminlstration of the health afid
sanitatlon regulations and the protecting of the public health
within the confines of the county. Such statute does hot’
place any control or limitation on such expenditures as to
how the money may be expended.

Article 4434, suprs, authorized co-operation between’
the governing asuthorities of the county and ¢itles and towns
therein situate In making improvements as may be deemed neces-
sary to improve public health, etc.

Such funds, as Ilnguired about, expended 1n co-operetion
with the State Department of Health in its authorized adminis-
tration of the heslth and sanitation laws of the State within
the county and in co-operation wlth clities and towns, sltuated
within such county, In the furtherance of such purposes, would
meet the requirements of the statutes,

Therefore, it is the opinion of this department ‘that
the approprlation and expenditure of siich-funds, as pointed out
hereinabove, are authorized under the law, 1f the provislons
of the County Budget Law are complled with.

Trusting this satliafactorily clarifies the subject 1n-
guired about, we are

Yours very truly,
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

By (signaturs)”
Robert L. Lattimore Jr.,
~ Agsglistant .
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